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1.0 Background 

1.1 Every child in reception, year 1 and year 2 in state-funded schools will 
receive a free school lunch from September 2014, Deputy Prime 

Minister Nick Clegg has announced. 

1.2 The government will fund schools in England to provide every child in 

reception, year 1 and year 2 with a hot, nutritious meal at lunch time. 
The aim is to improve academic attainment and save families money – 

over the course of a year the average family spends £437 on school 

lunches per child. 

1.3 Universal free school meals for primary school pupils were a key 

recommendation in a recent review of school food produced 

independently for the Department for Education. The review found 
that, in pilots where all children have been given a free school dinner, 

students were academically months ahead of their peers elsewhere and 
more likely to eat vegetables at lunchtime instead of less healthy food 

like crisps. 

1.4 At the same time, the government will extend free school meals to 

disadvantaged students in further education and sixth form colleges. 

Free school meals are currently available only for eligible students at 

school sixth forms. 

 
2.0 London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 

 

2.1 The total pupil numbers identified in the October 2013 census for 

reception, Year 1 and Year 2 is 2,478. The current level of Free School 

Meals in the borough is 26% (628 pupils). These pupils are currently 

funded through the current Dedicated School Grant allocation.  

 

This report provides an update on the expansion of Free School Meals for 

every child in maintained reception, Year 1 and Year 2 classes. 

 

 

 

      FOR COMMENT 



2.2 The estimated additional funding required to provide the universal offer 

based on a academic year of 191 days and a daily meal charge of 

£2.30 is £813k (1,850 pupils X 191 days X £2.30). This is based on 

full participation; the DfE will adjust funding to reflect actual 

participation. 

2.3 The funding of £2.30 per meal is lower than the £2.52 which is the 

current cost for the provision of a meal. The Dedicated Schools Grant 

would need to absorb these pressures. Officers are currently working 

through the implications on funding and will report back to the next 

meeting of the forum following discussions with the DfE.   

 

2.4 The tri borough is currently reviewing the current school meal service 

to develop a tri borough school meals contract. The expectation is that 

a single contract would allow economies of scale for a service across 

three boroughs within a small geographical area while driving up the 

standard of school meals. The aim of the tri borough contract is to 

maintain quality and nutritional standards, whilst achieving improved 

value for money from the service. 
 

2.5 The borough has received a capital allocation of £336k, for investment 
in school kitchens to address any issues from the expected increased 

demand on meals.   

 

2.6  At the fair funding conference in November 2013, the DfE were alert 
to the risk that in 2015/16 the flow of pupil premium to primary 

schools could be adversely impacted by the changes in pupil 
entitlement and there was a commitment that overall the level of 

funding would not be reduced. However, DfE officials could not offer 

any specific guarantee for the sake of those schools who have a 
significant proportion of their budget now funded through pupil 

premium allocations 
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